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SUB J : GOZO CIVIC COUNCIL ABOLISHED 
REF: VALLETTA 2228 

1. AFTER FOUR DAYS OF INTERMITTEN PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATE, ABILL ABOLISHING THE GOZO CIVIL COUNCIL WAS 
PASSED 28 TO 26. 

2. NATIONALIST PARTY DEPUTY LEADER VINCENT TABONE, 

WHO WAS BORN IN GOZO, LED OPPOSITION SIDE IN 
DABATE, CLAIMING THAT THE BOUCOTT OF THE REFERENDUM 
SHOWED THET THE GOZITANS WANTED TO RETAIN THE COUNCIL 
BUT RJECTED THE REFERENDUM AND ITS "LOADED" QUESTION. 
HE MAINTAINED THAT THE BOYCOTT WAS A POLITICAL DEFEAT 
FOR LABOR.AND SAID THAT GOM FEARED NEW ELECTIONS TO 
THE COUNCIL BECAUSE IT WOULD SHOW HOW MUCH THE 
GOZITANS REGRETTED INCREASING THER VOTES FOR LABOR 

IN 1971 ELECTIONS. HE ACCUSED THE GOVERNMENT OF 
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3. ABOLITION OF THE GOZO COUNCIL HAS RESULTED 
IN DUSCUSSIONS ABOUT REVIVING THE GOZO PARTY. WHICH 
HAS NOT BEEN ACTIVE SINCE THE NATIONAL ELECTIONS OF 
1950. PRIOR TO THAT ELECTION, GOZO HAD SIX PARLIA- 
MENTARY SEATS, THREE FOR THE GOZO PARTY AND THREE 
FOR THE JONES PARTY. MOST, IF NOT ALL, LEADERS OF 
THESE PARTIES HAVE SINCE DIED. AS GOZITANS ARE 
LARGELY INCLINED TO BE CONSERVATIVE, ANY SUCH PARTY 
WOULD DRAW MORE NATIONALIST THAN LABOR VOTES. AT 
SAME TIME, HOWEVER, SUCH A PARTY WOULD PROBABLY SUPPORT THE 
NATIONALISTS. THE IMMEDIATE RESULT OF THE ABOLITION 
OF THE COUNCIL WAS PROBABLY A NET LOSS FOR LABOR 
SUPPORTERS IN GOZO, DESPITE THE RELATIVELY LARGE 
PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAM GOM HAS BEEN CARRYING OUT IN 
THE SISTER ISLAND.GETZ 
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